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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, JM 

SUBJECT: PEARNEL CHARLES ACQUITTED 

1. SENATOR PEARNEL CHARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OP OPPOSITION JLP, 

HELD IN DETENTION SINCE THE IMPOSITION OF THE STATE OF 
EMERGENCY IN JUNE LAST YEAR, WAS ACQUITED ON MAR 29 OF CHARGES 
OP CONSPIRING WITH "PERSONS UNKNOWN" TO COMMIT MURDER. THE CASE 
AGAINST THE JAMAICA LABOUR PARTY (JLP) SENATOR FELL APART WHEN THE 
PROSECUTION'S KEY WITNESS DENIED HAVING MADE THE ACCUSATIONS ON 
WHICH THE CASE WAS BASED. 

2. CHARLES' ACQUITTAL OF THE CONSPIRACY CHARGE DOES NOT MEAN AN 
END TO HIS DETENTION UNDER THE STATE OP EMERGENCY, A QUITE SEPARATE 
MATTER. THE REASONS POR HIS DETENTION HAVE NEVER BEEN DISCLOSED, 
AND A SENIOR JLP PIGURE HAS TOLD US THAT CHARLES HAS NEVER HAD AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE BASIS POR HIS DETENTION WITH ANY POLICE OR 
OTHER SECURITY OPPICIAL. WE EXPECT THAT THE JLP WILL NOW 

DEMAND THAT CHARLES BE REALEASED SINCE (A) HE HAS BEEN ACQUITTED 
OP THE CRIMINAL CHARGE AND (B) NO REASON POR HIS CONTINUED 
DETENTION HAS BEEN ADDUCED. SINCE CHARLES HAS A REPUTATION- 
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WELL-DESERVED WE UNDERSTAND- FOR POLITICAL THUGGERY, THE 
GOVERNMENT WIT ,1 .DOT IRTI .ESS BE RELUCTANT TO ORDER HIS 
RELEASE. HOWEVER, KEEPING CHARLES IN DETENTION IN THE AFTER- 
MATH OF THE ACQUITTAL MAY RAISE HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT MAY PREPER TO AVOID. THE JLP 
WILL TRY TO CAPITALIZE ON THIS RELUCTANCE. 
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